PROLOGUE:

Silent Meditation

Have you ever called someone “a Yenta®... either to her face
or behind her back? If yes, when & in what context? What
does this word mean to you?

Has anyone ever called you “a Yenta” to your face... or
perhaps maybe you think you might have been called “a
Yenta” behind your back? If yes, how does this make you feel?

Have you ever called a man “a Yenta"... or heard a man
referred to as “a Yenta™?

Store these questions in the back of your mind now &
we’ll return to them during the Q&A...



Temple Beth Emeth Temple Beth Emeth
il e Sisterhood Lecture Series

Ihw Refree Comgrugatane of Victorsan § itk

Yente/Yenta:

How a Name became a Noun

Presented by

Jan Lisa Huttner
March 14, 2015




A Show of Hands...

 Who here has seen Fiddler on the Roof on stage either a
Broadway production &/or a local production?

« Have you seen Fiddler on the Roof on screen either in the
theatre &/or DVD/Cable TV?

« Do you own a copy of the DVD?

« Do you own the original cast aloum either on LP &/or CD?

* Who here has never seen Fiddler on
the Roof anywhere at any time???
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Sholem Aleichem’s Tevye

We all know that the
text of the beloved
musical Fiddler on the
Roof was based on
Sholem Aleichem’s
Tevye stories...

Right?

Tevye the Dairyman

So let’s start there...

Miriam Katz Translation (1994)
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This Presents a Challenge...

Would it surprise you to learn there is no character
called Yente in Sholem Aleichem’s Tevye stories?

It sure surprised me!

So, Nu: What do we make of this?
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Three Specific Questions...

Why did the creators of
Fiddler on the Roof feel the
need to add this character?

Where did they get Yente
from... thin air???

And what happens when
we change Yente...
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Challenge #1

Why did the creators of
Fiddler on the Roof feel the
need to this character?

Thisis a guestion which |
will be happy to discuss further
during the Q&A...

Bea Arthur (1964)
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Challenge #2

Where did the creators of
Fiddler on the Roof get
Yente—

—from... thin air???

Or perhaps you think
was always a 27?7
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Bea Arthur (1964)
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TEVYE’S DAUGHTERS

SHOLOM ALEICHEM

(“The Little Pot”
Is currently available
in two different collections

of Sholem Aleichem stories...)

Yente as she appears

in Sholem Aleichem’s story

“Dos Tepl”
(“The Little Pot”)
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TEVYE’S DAUGHTERS

SHOLOM ALEICHEM
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“l am Yenta—that’s who | am—Yenta the Poultrywoman.”
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Bea Arthur (1964)

Challenge #3

And what happens when
we change Yente...

I
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From Bea to Molly?

Bea Arthur
Broadway (1964)

Molly Picon
Hollywood (1971)
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Bea as Yente with Avram

THE ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST RECORDANG
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Yente: Avram, | have a perfect match for your
son. A wonderful girl.

Avram: Who iIs it?

Yente: Ruchel, the shoemaker’s daughter.
Avram: Ruchel? But she can hardly see.
She's almost blind.

Yente: Tell the truth, Avram, IS your son so
much to look at?

The way she sees and the way he looks,
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Wiain e Yenta or Yente (Yiddish: yuiy) is a Yiddish female name which is used generically for an old gossip [l The female
Contents : ; 2 oo ; i S, 2 s : : ;
Featur P name is derived from Yentl. in turn derived from a word in Old ltalian which means kind or amiable.
reaiured conien
Current events in the age of Yiddish theater. it started referring to a busybody or gossipmonger. The word has since become Yinglish
Random article {a Yiddish loanword in American Jewish English). In the 1920s Yenta was first popularized by the humorist Jacob Adler

o Nikipedia ; v 5 Nt e o _ : i £ 5
e i (not the actor Jacob P. Adler) writing under his pen name B. Kavner, in which he created the character Yenta, and
Wikimedia Shop . fioay S i i - Gt gk : a » g

featurad Yenta in a Broadway play entitled Yenta Telebenta. Yenta was also his character in a 50 year writing career

interaction for the Jewish Daily Forward.

The name was used as the name of the maichmaker in the Broadway musical hit. Fiddler on the Roof.

About Wikipedia

Cropped from Wikipedia Today - 3/14/15
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But Whose “Conventions”...?

FIIFAZFAB BN I FA IO IAB IO

Yiddish in American

Anglish-}(inglish: Life and Literature
Yiddish in SECOND EDITION

American Life and
Literature

Bluestein, Gene

Gene Bluestein

Note: This is no the actual book cover:

University of Georgia Press ( ) University of Nebraska Press ( )

And when...?
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XDV’ = “Gentil” from 109

233
name Yente, Yentl
colloquial form

YIDDISH
GIVEN NAMES

type, formal

gloss ‘well-bred’
language source Ital.
date 1096, Sal

shem hakodesh
combination

Hebrew sources
Yiddish sources

Russian sources
rabbinic sources
German sources

RELLA ISRALY COHN

The Lexicon: Yiddish Given Names

gender f

hypocoristics Yentl, Yentke, Yentshe, St
diminutives Yentele, St

type, semantic quality name

source form gentile, MW, gentil,
Sal

kinnui

St, Yentl historical base, Gol, Sam, MW 416 S. Loez, 641
Eydl probably a translation from Yente. Birn, Yente.
Kul: under Yante(?) Yente, Yentl. Beid.

Zunz: 37:74, European names 1000-1492, Gentil 1096,
Gentilis, 75:46 + Gentille.

Salfeld: Many Gentil <yyntyl>, Worms, etc., 1096 on.
Many Jenta <ynt’> [he terms this a close form], Wiirzburg
1298. Jentlin <yyntlyn>, Wiirzburg 1298.

comments Sal gives gentil as the source and labels it franz; MW says Y.
Yentl came into Yiddish through southern Loez (early Italian); LZ has Gentil,
Gentilis, and Gentille. The forms Sal discusses vary in the initial consonant in the
Hebrew: #G and #Y. MTT has fifteen ambiguous Hebraized ’ita, of which two
are Yente or Yete. (Y. Yete may be a derivative of Yente.)

MW mentions that negative connotations (‘vulgar, coarse, gossipy’, RIC) are
modern. The original etymological meaning has been reversed. Harkavy does not

have Yente; he does have a verb yentshn, ‘to groan, complain, grumble’. Did the
Scarecrow Press ( ) verb change the connotations of the name, or is the verb recent, deriving from the
name? Compare gloss with Eydl.
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Genteel 2 Gentry 2 Gentleman

3/14/2015

Gentry

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other uses, see Gentry (disambiguation).

Gentry (origin Old French genterie, from gentil. "high-born, noble") are "well-
born, genteel and well-bred people” of high social class, especially in the
past.["l2] Gentry. in its widest connotation, refers to people of good social
position connected to landed estates (see manorialism), upper levels of the
clergy, and "gentle" families of long descent who never obtained the official
right fo bear a coat of arms.

Cropped from Wikipedia Today - 3/14/15

And what about “ 7.777
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From Bea Arthur in 1964. ..

Tall...
even compared
to the men!

Has lots of dialogue
& even has
her own song!

Bea Arthur (1964)
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...to Molly Picon in 1971

= —— Tlny -
" - even compared
3 to the women!

Minimal dialogue
(just with women)
& no song!

Molly Picon (1971)
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Yente starts “The Rumor’

THE ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST RECORDANG
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Yente: Rifke, | have such news for you. Remember
Perchik, that crazy student? Remember at the
wedding, when Tzeitel married Motel and Perchik
started dancing with Tevye’s daughter Hodel? Well,
| just learned that Perchik’s been arrested, in Kiev.

Yente: Yes!

Woman One: Shandel, Shandel! Wait till | tell you...
Remember Perchik, that crazy student? Remember
at the wedding. He danced with Tevye’s Hodel?

Well, | just heard that Hodel’s been arrested, in Kiev.

3/14/20059/13 © Jan Lisa Huttner--ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!

22



Woman Two: Mirila! Do you remember Perchik, that
student, from Kiev? Remember how he acted when
Tzeitel married Motel? Well, | just heard that Motel’s
been arrested for dancing at the wedding.

Woman Two: In Kiev!
Mendel: Rabbi! Rabbi! Remember Perchik, with all
his strange ideas? Remember Tzeitel’s wedding
where Tevye danced with Golde? Well | just heard
that Tevye’s been arrested and Golde’s gone to Kiev.

Mendel: God forbid.

Mendel: She did.
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Avram: Listen, everybody, terrible news, terrible...
Remember Perchik, who started all the trouble?

Well, | just heard, from someone who should know,
that Golde’s has been arrested, and Hodel’s gone to
Kiev. Motel studies dancing; Tevye’s acting strange.
Shprintze has the measles; Bielke has the mumps.

Yente:
And that's what comes
from men and women dancing!
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From Yente to Yenta!

A ruthless businesswoman
with her own agenda?

A harmless old busybody;
a gossip and a meddler?
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Yente (blue) 2 Yenta (red

Graph these case-sensitive comma-separated phrases: [yente yenta

between 1910 and |2000 from the corpus | English I with smoothing of | 3 V.
Search lots of books |

Wikipedia: 3/8/11
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